epidemics of typhus that ever visited Iceland. The disease began in the northern part of this island during the winter of 1857-58, and was thence apparently communicated by contagion to the eastern, western, and southern districts of the country. During the winter of 1857 about ninety cases of this fever came under my observation, and it presented sometimes the character of exanthematous typhus, and sometimes of typhoid or "typhus abdominalis;" but although the sickness abated in the following summer, it again appeared in the autumn of 1858, and raged during the whole winter of 1859, and did not even cease in the summer months of that year, but continued its ravages through all the seasons of 1859 and 1860.
In those two years no less than 900 cases came under my treatment, out of a population of about 10,000 inhabitants, although of this number there were many patients that I had no time to register. When the fever broke out in a farm or cottage, it generally attacked one person after the other, until most of the inmates of the house were infected; and it very often happened that strangers stopping in a house thus infected, contracted the disease. It was evident, therefore, that it was highly contagious.
In the beginning of 1860, the same fever was very often accompanied by malignant dysentery; and at this time also, when by far the greater number of the infected were suffering from typhoid fever, Asiatic cholera made its appearance, and was accompanied by rice-water evacuations and cramps, but happily, it was only sporadic, and did not spread by contagion. During the last winter, 18b0-61, the typhus fever was decreasing, although it still displayed its former malignity, and was attended, especially in the eastern part of this country, by great mortality. In some parishes of this part of Iceland, one-tenth of the inhabitants fell victims to the disease, a catastrophe which seems attributable to there having been an entire deficiency of medical men, and medical aid. The same phenomenon was observed in many other parts of our country, so that we have a strong argument against those who are of opinion that medical aid has very small influence on the mortality of malignant fevers.
In the last winter mentioned, about 122 cases of typhus and typhoid fever came under my treatment, and although the disease was becoming more and more sporadic, it still preserved the same characters of malignity and contagion as it had shown in former years. In the beginning of the spring, cases of malignant cholera seemed to gain ground, and were generally more common than the typhus itself, but the disease did not spread, and was limited to some fishermen's huts.
From this short review it will be seen, that, during the years 1858-61, this island was visited by three most malignant diseases, ?viz., typhus and typhoid fever, dysentery, and sporadic cholera; happily, however, this last disease did not spread by contagion, although a few cases had all the symptoms of true Asiatic cholera, and in a few days terminated fatally. In respect to the probable causes of these malignant diseases during the aforesaid period, I shall now make the following remarks.
In the years 1856 and 1857, an epizootic of a special kind visited this island. This epizootic was nothing else but common sheepscab; but, unhappily, there arose a prodigious dispute about its origin, and about what was to be done. Some, who believed that the disease was imported with some sheep from Scotland, desired to cut the matter short by killing all the infected sheep; while others (and amongst these were the veterinarians and myself) proposed that an attempt should be made to cure them, believing that the disease resulted only from the close packing of the poor animals in the winter, when generally little more than two square feet are allotted to each. But although the veterinarian or curing party were able to prove that their principles would lead to the happiest results, they were, nevertheless, compelled to succumb to their antagonists,?the slaughtering theory (having been practised in the former century when the same disease made its appearance) had, in spite of its sad result, been inherited by the people, and was destined finally to prevail. It was supported also by the governors of the island; accordingly, no less than 200,000 sheep, many of which were quite sound, fell victims to the adoption of that stupid and barbarous theory.
In the beginning of this madness?for it was really a slaughter- 
